
STAFF REPORT 

To: City of Phoenix Historic Preservation Commission 
From: Kevin Weight, Principal Planner 
Date: March 14, 2019 
Subject: Demolition Request for Property with a Conservation Easement – 717 East 

Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue), Roosevelt Park Historic District 

This report requests that the Historic Preservation (HP) Commission make a recommendation 
to the City Council regarding a demolition request for a property with a Conservation Easement 
at 717 East Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue) in the Roosevelt Park Historic 
District. 

BACKGROUND 
Known historically as the Neighborhood Congregational Church, the subject property is located 
at the southeast corner of 7th Street and Southern Avenue in the Roosevelt Park Historic 
District.  The district was listed on the Phoenix Historic Property Register in March 2003. 

The Neighborhood Congregational Church was formally organized in 1918, although newspaper 
articles indicate that services began as early as 1916.  The congregation met at the 
Neighborhood House at 6029 South 7th Street until a new church building was constructed on 
adjacent land donated by Dwight & Maie Heard. 

Construction of the church building began in 1941, and the dedication took place in 1944.  
Designed by the architectural firm of Lescher & Mahoney, the church is a late but excellent 
example of the Mission Revival Style, utilizing stuccoed exterior walls, a gable roof sheathed 
with red clay tile, a curvilinear parapet and a bell tower.  The church has had several additions, 
all of which are sympathetic to the original design.  There is also an original parsonage dating to 
ca. 1918 (a.k.a. the “south residence”) and a later parsonage constructed ca. 1948 (a.k.a. the 
“north residence”). 

In March 2006, the Neighborhood Congregational Church (then known as South Mountain 
Community Church) submitted an application requesting $38,361 in HP Bond Funds to assist 
with rehabilitation of the church building and the two parsonages.  This application was 
approved by the City Council on May 3, 2006.  Records show that between 2007 and 2009 a 
total of $33,926.27 in funds were expended by the City. 
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In exchange for the grant funds, the City received a 20-year conservation easement on the 
property.  The Deed of Conservation Easement was executed on May 24, 2006 and was 
recorded on May 9, 2007.  The conservation easement will expire on May 24, 2026. 

In August 2016, the Neighborhood Congregational Church sold the property to Crosier Village of 
Phoenix, an Arizona non-profit corporation.  Founded in 1210, the Crosier Fathers and Brothers 
are a Roman Catholic religious community dedicated to living together in community, 
worshipping together five times a day, and serving the sick and the poor. 

THE ISSUE 
In June 2016, prior to the sale of the property, a representative of Crosier Village of Phoenix 
inquired about demolition of the two parsonage buildings in order to allow new development 
on the site.  HP staff responded that both buildings contributed to the historic character of the 
property, had HP zoning, and were subject to the conservation easement, which prevented 
demolition.  Discussion regarding demolition continued through 2017 and 2018. 

In January 2019, staff received a demolition application along with a concept plan proposing 
that the ca. 1918 parsonage remain in place with its currently enclosed front porch to be 
reopened, and that the ca. 1948 parsonage be demolished in order to construct a new building 
with a larger footprint in the same general location.  The new structure would be a two-story, 
12,771-square-foot Priory Building with residences for the Crosier Fathers and Brothers.  One of 
the four palms in front of the ca. 1948 parsonage would also be removed.  Staff has agreed to 
take the request to the HP Commission and City Council to get an answer on the demolition 
issue. 

Staff visited the property on March 14, 2019 and observed that both parsonage buildings were 
in good condition.  Photos from the site visit are attached to this report. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is appreciative of the applicant’s willingness to save and restore the ca. 1918 parsonage 
and is sympathetic to the need for additional living space.  However, staff recommends that the 
request to demolish the ca. 1948 parsonage be denied for the following reasons: 

A. The building contributes to the historic character of the property and the Roosevelt Park 
Historic District.  Roosevelt Park is a small district with a limited number of contributing 
properties. 

B. HP grant funds were used specifically to reroof the structure and to power wash and 
paint its exterior. 

C. The applicant was aware of the conservation easement and its associated restrictions 
prior to purchasing the property. 

D. There appears to be ample space on the site to allow new construction to occur without 
having to demolish the existing historic buildings. 

In the event the HP Commission does recommend demolition approval, staff recommends 
including the following stipulations: 
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1. That the applicant repay the City the amount of $3,140.80, which, based on payment 
records, is the total amount of grant funds expended on the ca. 1948 parsonage; 

2. That the Deed of Conservation Easement be amended to extend the term of the 
easement an additional 10 years; and 

3. That the ca. 1918 parsonage be preserved and its enclosed front porch reopened prior 
to the demolition of the ca. 1948 parsonage. 

Should City Council approve the request, there would still be a one year restraint of demolition 
from the denial date of the Historic Preservation Officer per Section 813 of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
  
ATTACHMENTS 
Letter from Crosier Fathers and Brothers, January 16, 2019 
Aerial photos, 1949, 1959 and 2017 
Staff photos, March 14, 2019 
Deed of Conservation Easement, May 24, 2006 
 



	

 

	

City	of	Phoenix		

Planning	and	Development	Department,	Historic	Preservation	Office	

January	16,	2019	

Re:	Demolition	of	Residence	(1940s),	715	East	Southern	Avenue,	Phoenix,	AZ	

Crosier	Village	of	Phoenix	

The	Crosier	Fathers	and	Brothers	were	founded	in	1210.	They	are	a	Roman	Catholic	
religious	community	dedicated	to	living	together	in	community,	worshipping	
together	five	times	a	day,	and	serving	the	sick	and	the	poor.	Their	Phoenix	campus	
on	the	corner	of	7th	Street	and	East	Southern	Avenue	in	South	Phoenix	includes	
three	key	components:	the	Historic	Church,	Fellowship	Hall	and	Church	Offices.	The	
original	church	was	built	in	1944	and	designed	by	Lescher	and	Mahoney	Architects.	
This	building	plan	included	the	church,	bell	tower	and	a	small	portion	of	the	parish	
hall.	In	1957	the	remaining	area	of	the	hall	and	the	two-story	classroom	building	
were	finished.	The	Crosiers	purchased	this	property	in	2016.	

Within	the	site	there	are	two	additional	structures	–	South	Residence	(Craftsman	
Bungalow	likely	from	the	1910s)	and	North	Residence	(1940s,	expanded	between	
1949	and	1959).	These	structures	help	form	a	quasi-courtyard	with	the	Historic	
Church.	With	the	need	to	increase	local	ministries	for	South	Phoenix,	the	Crosiers	
wish	to	add	additional	housing	so	more	Crosier	priests	and	brothers	can	live	and	
serve	at	Crosier	Village.	By	building	a	residence	with	16	bedrooms,	this	housing	
need	will	be	met.	
	
To	increase	the	number	of	bedrooms,	the	desire	is	to	maintain	the	existing	1910s	
South	Residence	but	replace	the	1940s	North	Residence	with	an	appropriately	
scaled	building	to	better	define	the	existing	courtyard.	This	two-story	structure	
would	complement	the	Historic	Church	without	detracting	or	creating	a	false	sense	
of	history.	This	new	two-story	building	(same	height	as	the	church)	would	be	
located	to	the	east	of	the	church	yet	maintain	separation	to	form	an	appropriately	
sized	courtyard.	The	existing	1910s	South	Residence	would	remain	and	become	part	
of	this	composition,	as	it	would	allow	for	a	pedestrian	entrance	from	the	existing	
parking	lot	to	the	east.	The	new	plan	would	be	“in	the	spirit”	of	the	Historic	Church	
and	help	extend	the	apparent	intent	and	completion	of	the	original	design.		

Over	the	past	3	years	the	Crosiers	have	invested	more	than	$3.5	million	in	complete	
renovations	to	the	Historic	Church,	Fellowship	Hall	and	Church	Office	Building.	This	
was	completed	without	any	request	for	city	or	historic	preservation	assistance.	All	
of	these	buildings	were	renovated	with	Crosier	themes	of	simplicity	and	humility.	
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Neighborhood Congregational Church / South Mountain Community Church / Crosier Village 
717 East Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue) 

 

 
 

Photo 1.  View of church building, looking southeast from Photo 2.  View of church building, looking southeast from 
 opposite corner of 7th Street & Southern Avenue. opposite side of 7th Street. 

Photo 3.  View of church building, looking east from Photo 4.  View of church building, looking northeast from 
 opposite side of 7th Street.  opposite side of 7th Street. 
  



Neighborhood Congregational Church / South Mountain Community Church / Crosier Village 
717 East Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue) 

 

 
 

Photo 5.  View of courtyard behind church building, looking Photo 6.  View of parsonages, palms and church building, 
 northwest from ca. 1918 parsonage. looking southwest from Southern Avenue. 

Photo 7.  Front view of ca. 1948 parsonage, looking south Photo 8.  Close-up view of carport addition to ca. 1948 
 from sidewalk along Southern Avenue.  parsonage, looking south from driveway. 
   
 



Neighborhood Congregational Church / South Mountain Community Church / Crosier Village 
717 East Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue) 

 

 

Photo 9.  Rear view of ca. 1948 parsonage, looking Photo 10.  Front view of ca. 1918 parsonage, looking south 
 northwest from east parking lot. from carport of ca. 1948 parsonage. 

Photo 11.  Side view of ca. 1918 parsonage, looking Photo 12.  Rear view of ca. 1918 parsonage, looking 
 southwest from east parking lot.  northeast from south parking lot. 
 



Neighborhood Congregational Church / South Mountain Community Church / Crosier Village 
717 East Southern Avenue (a.k.a. 715 East Southern Avenue) 

 

 
 

Photo 13.  View of east parking lot, looking south from Photo 14.  View of subject property, looking southwest 
 opposite side of Southern Avenue. from opposite side of Southern Avenue. 

Photo 15.  View of east parking lot, looking southwest from Photo 16.  Crosier Village sign along Southern Avenue, 
 Southern Avenue. looking north from east parking lot. 
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